
 

HISTORIC POINTS OF INTEREST 

 

The development of Zeri was particularly influenced by its geographical location; being at a 

crossroads of the Appennino mountain range. 

Zeri has been inhabited since 1.000 B. C. (Bronze age) and in 1938 during works for the opening of 

the road from Arzelato to Zeri, three cremation urns covered with stone sheets were discovered. The 

practice of cremation, according to scholars, suggested the arrival of a different culture into this 

area where normally full burial was practiced. 

 

In 1948 a “Stele” statue was found at S. Cristoforo, close to the place where the river Gordana joins 

the river Magra. Ceramics from the Iron age were discovered, marking the territory of Zeri as an 

important cultural crossroads in the past. 

 

Zeri is located among a network of mountain roads on the ridge which divide the Magra Valley 

from the Vara valley, it was certainly an important stopping-off point and a link between the roman 

colonies of Luni and Velleia, near to Piacenza. The “Via Regia” or “Salaria” of which we still have 

traces today, along the direction of Mount Gottero (1639 m.) – Mount Cornoviglio (1162 m.) 

remained a fairly important road-link until the XVIII century. “Castrum Zirri” for this reason, in the 

medieval period,  played a controlling role in regional communication and, for this reason  was 

considered an important strategic location,. It was in 1229 that, because of rivalry between 

Pontremoli and Piacenza, the latter sent 3,000 soldiers to conquer “Castrum Zirri” - without 

success. 

 

Zeri‟s history, first as a Malaspina possession and then as a territory of Pontremoli, was always 

linked to the vicissitudes of the latter and those of Lunigiana as a whole. Zeri also became a feudal 

territory of the Fieschi family of Genova and was also later dominated by Castruccio Castracani of 

Altelminelli from Lucca. After them the Rossi, the Scaligeri, the Sforza and the Visconti governed 

throughout the years. 

  

Zeri was also once dominated by the Spanish when it was given to the Republic of Genova in 1647, 

then sold three years later to the Granduca of Toscana for three times the original price. 

„Til the end of the eighteen century The Granduca of Toscana governed, and this was a period of 

great economic development thanks to the fiscal help which the Granduca gave to certain families 

of Pontremoli. The Granduca, Pietro Leopoldo, started many reforms that transformed the territories 

of Tuscany into some of the best ordained of Europe; chief among them being the administrative 

unification which gradually put end to the many separate local autonomies.    

 

In the 1777 the General Council of the Town Hall of Pontremoli was disbanded. As a result, the 

borders changed and the Communes of  Caprio and Zeri were formed, likewise, within the latter the 

territories of Arzelato, Guinadi, Navola e Cervara. At the end of the century the French soldiers of 

Napoleon arrived in Lunigiana. The people of  Zeri fought fiercely against the French troops that 

tried to cross their territory, guided by the Maresciallo Graziani, and on May 25
th

 1789, the 

untrained soldiers of Zeri were able to defeat the French troops that then diverted their attentions 

towards Borgotaro instead. 

 

After the Congress of Vienna and the “reestablishment”  Pontremoli, Caprio and Zeri were back 

again under the government of the Granducato of Toscana, and from the year 1848 were then 

governed from the Duchy of Parma, until the unification of Italy. The people of Zeri resented the  

rule of the Duchy of Parma and tried to rebel but - without success.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

A poet, Lorenzo Costa, dedicated some verses to the bravery of the soldiers of Zeri: 

 

 

Between the Magra and  the Verde along the Apuan mountains, 

From the rolling Zeri to the steep Rossano 

A united voice arises 

 Yelling with the sound of storm: to arms! 

Resounding through the valleys, shaking the heart 

 

In 1859, due to the second war of independence, Zeri and the other Communes of Lunigiana, voted 

to join Piedmont. On December 28
th

 1859 a decree of the provinces of Emilia, ruled by the Farini, 

determined the configuration of several provinces, among them Massa Carrara, formed of all  the 

territories already belonging to the Estensi and Borboni. It was necessarily a temporary solution, but 

it became a final one after the proclamation of a United Italy. 

 

The territory of Zeri was also the scene of very important partisan operations during the period of 

Resistance against the Nazis. 

Gordon Lett, an English major escaped on September 8
th

 1943 from the concentration camp of 

Veano, near Piacenza, and found shelter in Rossano. Here he became the leader of the 

“International Battalion” formed by ex-prisoners of several nationalities and local youth determined 

to fight against the Nazi oppression. 

In July 1944 the “International Battalion” became part of the first Liguria division, with the 

command stationed at Adelano, and an important point of reference for the partisan movement of 

La Spezia and the valley of Magra. 

On August 3th 1944 and January 20
th

 1945 when the Nazis razed the villages of Zeri, the people 

were forced to endure harsh trials. Especially during the first incursion many partisans and innocent 

civilians died. The territory was raided, many houses burned and along with them many domestic 

animals. The Nazis burned the old archive in the Town Hall too, wiping out centuries of history in 

minutes. 

By the end of the war, Zeri slowly began its reconstruction, and, determined to escape from 

isolation, thinking only of the future, its people began to rebuild on the values of their natural 

environment and traditions. 

 



 


